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Meet the presenter
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Nick Huntbatch
    Head of Product, Electron

15 years of experience in software product management in energy

Specialises in highly technical, multi-stakeholder B2B SaaS

Provided solutions to thousands of users across hundreds of organisations of 
all sizes



Summary
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1. What we are doing in the UK 

2. Currently live markets 

3. The ElectronConnect platform 

4. Future use cases for flexibility



Electron in the UK

“…our latest step in making 

participation in distribution network 
flexibility more accessible for a wider 
range of customers” 

“Electron is a great partner for 

SSEN…with a well-
aligned…vision, and a 
commitment to collaborative 

development” 

“By harnessing digitalisation and 

prioritising customer 
needs…ensure that our customers 
have access to reliable, affordable, 

and sustainable energy solutions” 

“…an extremely innovative 

project, and we really do expect 
the neutral market to transform 

the flexibility market” 
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What our customers say...
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Electron in the UK

Complete end-to-end flexibility platform

Integrated with Active Network Management

Innovation curtailment obligations trading

Informed by Active Network Management

Modular approach

Onboarding, qualification, market matching 
alongside existing systems

Providing new routes to market for 

flexibility providers 
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Electricity North West Limited

~100 markets
~30 CMZs
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Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks

~50 markets
~16 CMZs
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Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
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8 markets
6 CMZs
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The importance of market design

Energy efficiency

Near real-time markets 

Long term auctions

Peak, and seasonal, 
management

Fault managementCongestion management

Variable loads Intermittent 
generation

I&C
Flexibility providers 
cohorts

Utilities and
System Operators

Market 
platform

ElectronConnect

‘Business and 
technology’ 
needs

System needs

Market design

Smarter 
Curtailment
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Grid-scale 
batteries
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Modularity
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3rd party systems

ElectronConnect

Invoicing 
and settlement

Dispatch

Performance 
verification, M&V

Bids and Offers

Downstream services

Data analytics 
and reporting

Network data feed
Provider 

and resource 
registration

Data feed

Trading Rules

Coordination

Programs & 
markets

Events

Flexible 
Resources

Trading 

Provider and 
resource 

qualification
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ElectronConnect: Functionality

Signposting

Market clearing

Performance verification

Trading insights



Innovation: Project BiTraDER
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Reluctance to accept flexible 
connections1

Reluctance to offer flexible 
services2

Lack of competition3

ESO / DSO conflicts4

Current challenges

Reduce barriers for the 
uptake of RES and choice 
for connected customers

Enable Distribution 
Network Operators to 
meet the challenge of Net 
Zero

Encourage use of 
flexibility and reduce 
whole system costs

Investigate, develop and 
trial bilateral trading of 
curtailment obligations



Idealised solution
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BiTraDER will deliver a specification detailing the requirements for facilitating bilateral trading



Conclusions
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In the UK we are seeing... 

A wide set of use cases for system operators AND 
for flexibility service providers. 

Market Design as key to bringing those use cases 
together. 

‘Modularity’ to promote improvement, and a holistic 
‘joined-up’ approach. 

Innovative uses for flexibility in future market constructs.

Market Design is a key part of attracting new sources of 
flex, as well as solving different challenges for system 
operators and utilities.
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Opportunities to provide flexibility services in the UK
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Thank you

69 Nottinghill Gate, London W11 3JS

nick.huntbatch@electron.net

@Electron_grid

Linkedin

www.electron.net
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/electron-platform/
http://www.electron.net
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